Prior Art 



Choose a Product Category 
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Use Compare.net-like 
summaries to define product parameters; 
for each product parameter define levels: 
"must", "prefer", "indifferent" 

Output: Single product, or a product param list 
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Search for current retail prices 
(shopping agent) 
Or Special deals 
(like dealtime) 
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Exit System: 
buy product at 
selected 
vendor 
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FIG. 1 
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Select requested price 
or price range 



Choose deadlines for: 
1. Vendor Offer 
2. Group joining/commitment 
3. Deal close 
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Notify Vendors 



Notify friend/other buyers 




Group set-up end 
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FIG. 3 
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Group/Vendor 
Interaction 
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Vendor searches 
for groups of interest 



OR 



Vendor get notified 
on relevant groups 
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Vendor submit bid 



Notify group 
members 
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Other vendors notified 



Vendor reviews/notified 
on bid position 
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Group member commitment 
increases 



FIG. 4 



Group Commit 
Escalation Process 
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Vendor 1 



503 



505 



Vendor 2 



Vendor 3 
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Vendor 4 



notify 
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Group member 
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Group member 
515 
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A. 



Clock: 
Deadline to bid 
Deadline to commit 
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Group member 



Group member 
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Possible: 521 
Members commit conditionally: 
like "limit order" vs. "market" 



Minimum mass group committed 
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Credit card info collected 



Negotiate round 1, 2, 3? 
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Deal Closed 



Info submitted to Vendor 



Vendor processes orders 
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FIG. 5 



